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The Young and the Yarnless 

     Soon to be a bride on August 9th (8/9/10, 

as Robyn describes it), she is one of our 

young members who is internet savvy and 

ñknows the threadsò when it comes to so-

cial networking and crochet. ñI canôt imag-

ine crocheting without Ravelry,ò she ex-

plains. 

     She learned to knit from her grand-

mother at age 15, but didnôt take up the 

hook until she was 26. ñI taught myself by 

reading The Happy Hooker like a text-

book,ò says Robyn. ñI was a natural with 

the hook and now, four years later, I am 

beginning to write my own patterns.ò Crea-

tive since childhood, Robyn was stitching 

with floss in fifth grade. ñIf I had known 

ófiberartô is óart,ô I would have pursued an 

art degree.ò Instead, she has a degree in 

Womenôs Studies from Cornell College in 

Mt. Vernon, IA. 

     Robyn attends a Friday night stitchery 

group that she found on Ravelry and says 

she thinks of it as an old fashioned quilt 

group. ñWe sit, stitch and chat and have 

gotten to know each other.ò Robynôs future 

mother-in-law is an avid quilter and gave 

her a wonderful gift: crochet pattern books 

from the 40s and 50s. ñOld things are being 

appreciated again and I have enjoyed learn-

ing from the old pattern stitches.ò  

In August 2008, Robyn joined CGOA and 

came to her first chapter meeting in March 

of 2009. ñWhen I walked in the door, I felt 

at home. I had never been in a room of only 

crocheters and that was powerful for me. 

There are seasoned professionals and pub-

lished members in our chapter who know 

so much. I have realized how much I know; 

and when I looked at the schedule of pro-

grams for the year, I realized that I have 

dabbled a lot. I want to pursue crochet pro-

fessionally.ò 

     Robyn didnôt hesitate to get involved as 

a chapter volunteer and currently serves as 

our Chair of Membership. She explains, ñI 

also want to become active in the national 

organization, and I think that would help 

me get to know people and feel ownership. 

I want to become ñsomeoneò in the crochet 

world.ò I have no doubt that Robyn will set 

a pace that works for her to achieve her 

goals! 

We meet at the Rolling Meadows Library, 

located at 3110 Martin Lane, Rolling 

Meadows, on the fourth Saturday of the 

month, 1:30-4:30 p.m. For more info visit 

our web site at www.nicrochet.com, or 

call Robyn , Membership, at (847) 524-

0271.  Visitors are welcome to attend a 

first meeting free.  The next two meetings 

(per year) are $3.  If you would like to join 

the Northern Illinois Chapter of CGOA, 

dues are $15.00/ year.   

¶ July 7-10: Chain Link Crochet Con-

ference, Manchester, NH 

¶ July 16-18: Midwest Fiber & Folk 

Fair, Lake Co. Fairgrounds 

¶ August 18: Lily Chin Workshop 

¶ August 19-22: Stitches Midwest, 

       Schaumburg, IL 

¶ September 10-12: Sheep & Wool Fes-

tival, Jefferson WI  

 

Meetings   

LIBRARY CORNER: Check it Out! By Sindy Gentile 
In my quest to become a student of crochet, I am interested in crochet designers. I re-

searched the top ten crocheters of our time and my first pick, Lily Chin, will hopefully 

teach a class for our chapter. Lily is the Worldôs Fastest Crocheter as determined by the 

Craft Yarn Council of America and defended her title in 2004 as  the reining champion. 

She is a Master Knitter and has worked with top designers Ralph Lauren and Vera Wang. 

She is an author of many knitting and crocheting books, Couture Crochet, Mosaic Magic, 

Afghans Made Easy, Lily Chinôs Crochet Tips and Tricks and Knit and Crochet with 

Beads, to name a few. She also travels and teaches around the world and has her own sig-

nature line of yarns. To learn more about Lily and be inspired, go to www.LilyChin.com. 

Our chapter looks forward to having Lily as a special workshop teacher in August. 

Coming Events 





Chain ReactionChain Reaction  
Officers: 

President                

Amy Steinmetz 

Vice President        

Terese Conway 

Secretary           

Jeanne Webster 

Treasurer               

Devona Murrell 

Northern Illinois 

Chapter (NIC)  

of the  

Crochet Guild of 

America (CGOA) 

Inside this issue: 

Presidentôs Column 2 

Sampler Book 2 

Crochet Sightings 3 

A Moment in NIC History 4 

The Young & The Yarnless 4 

May 2010 Volume 12, Number  3 

Gwen Blakley Kinsler, Editor 

hair loss. Thatõs a lot of hats! 

Recently Clearbrook has partnered with Halos of 

Hope to assist with distribution of the hats. Pam 

is especially excited about a new venture: DRG is 
dedicating its new crochet pattern book for 

chemo caps to Halos and a percentage of the 

profits will go directly to the group!  

To find out how you can donate hats or get in-

volved in other ways, go to www,halosofhope.org 

 

Our own, Pam Hashke is an entrepreneur and a 

cancer survivor. Halos of Hope was started by 
Pam as a result her discovery of a need while 

being treated for Inflammatory Breast Cancer. 
The mission is simple: to provide comfort to indi-

viduals living through the excruciating side ef-

fects of chemotherapy and to embrace them in 

the form of a handcrafted cap, hat or headscarf. 

The monumental growth since its inception has 

led it to become a Not-For-Profit 501c3 organiza-
tion which is all volunteer including staff. By the 

end of 2009, Halos of Hope handcrafted hats 
found their way to over 150 centers in 39 states 

and requests continue to pour in. According to 

the American Cancer Society, 1.4 million people 
are diagnosed with cancer each year. Almost half 

will need some type of treatment that may cause 

Charity Highlights 

LYS Reviews by Gwen Blakley Kins ler 

Hookal ic ious Rat ing:  1-kni t-centr ic;  2-scratchy;  3-hdc; 4-basketfu l;  5-warm and fuzzy 

Hookalicous Rating: 
Fuzzy Wuzzy Yarns  

218 W. Campbell 

Arlington Heights, IL  

Fuzzywuzzyyarns.com 

 

Fuzzy Wuzzy Yarn Shop gets a òFour-Hookó rating by 

virtue of its name alone! Bi-textural, - encompassing 

all fiber enthusiasts, crocheters will find it holds true 

once they walk through the door. òFuzzy Wuzzy Fiber 

Nightó is held on the 3rd Thursday of each month from 

6:30-8:30 and crocheters will find a welcoming at-

mosphere of enthusiastic stitchers of all kinds and 

levels. 

 

Chris, the owner, crochets and also finds  

expert crochet teachers to assist her.  

Crocheters will find crocheted shop models front and  

 

 

center as they enter the store.  

Beginning crochet classes are offered day and eve 

ning, as well as more advanced crochet techniques 

and classes for children AND the Crochet Doctor 

shows up once a month to cure crochet-quandaries!  

A wide selection of yarn is available including practi-

cal yarns with practical prices for those large pro-

jects like afghans.  

 

 

Stop in, check out all the crochet patterns and classes 

and give Chris kudos for being Crochet-Friendly! A 

little more work is needed to kick the habit of saying 

only òknitó and forgetting òcrochetó when referring to 

the  daily business of this store! 



Presidentõs Column by Amy Steinmetz 

ITS ALL ABOUT YOU: I constantly 

find myself thinking that we have some 

really exciting things happening in our 

chapter these days, and Iôm thrilled to be 

part of that excitement.  But a chapter is 

not one person, and each of you is of vital 

importance to the success of the organiza-

tion.   

 

You bring your energy and ideas, wants 

and needs and help define what our chap-

ter is on a daily basis.  We have so many 

opportunities for members to participate  

that all you have to do is choose how you 

want to be involved.  Some of us have 

very little time to give due to school, work 

or other commitments.  Others, while still 

busy, are better able to take some time to 

help support the chapter.  By stepping up 

when we can, we help keep things fresh 

and inviting. 

 

Teaching at a chapter meeting is one way 

to inspire others and share a special tech-

nique that others may not know.  Serving 

on a committee or in an officer position is 

a great way to give ongoing support to the 

chapter over a period of time.  Participat-

ing in events like the Crochet Buffet, the 

Warm Up America booth at Stitches, the 

chapter booth at the Fiber and Folk Fair or 

Irish Fest require less time and help give 

our chapter exposure to our neighbors and 

support both the chapter and the commu-

nity. Posting wiki notices can be done in 

moments keeps us informed and in touch 

with each other. 

 

So how do you want to see the chapter 

grow and develop?  Its really up to you.  

Have an idea youôd like to see imple-

mented?  Our board members would love 

to hear from you. 

 

Our chapter lost a charter member this 

month: Dana Benjamin will be greatly 

missed by all of us. Her enthusiasm, dedi-

cation to the crochet cause, and excellent 

technical skills set the standard for both 

seasoned and new members alike locally 

as well as nationally. To see a photo col-

lage, go to www.nicrochet.com 

Sampler Book: Pattern Stitch Per Issue 

In centuries past before written patterns were in 
existence, needle artists passed  patterns down 
from parent to child. These stitch patterns were 
catalogued in scrapbooks and used for future 
reference or to teach others. Have fun creating 
your own sample book; it is a great learning 
tool.  
 
Pattern stitch from The Encyclopedia of Crochet 
Patterns, Stitches and Designs by Doris Smith,  pub-
lished in 1988. I hope you will find that the pat-
terns are still useful, especially if you get creative 
and use hook sizes or yarn types that are unex-
pected. 
 
BOBBLE: (Multiple of 2 sts plus 1) plus 1 ch 

Foundation Row: 1 sc in 2nd ch from hook. 1 sc in 
each ch to end of ch; ch 1. Turn 
2nd row: Skip first st. 1 dc in next leaving 2 loops on 
hook (this forms the post). (yo and draw up a loop 

around this post) 3 X. Yo and draw through all 8 
loops to form bobble. *Ch 1, skip 1 st; bobble in 
next st; rep from * to last st; 1 dc in last st; ch 1. 
Turn. 
3rd row: Skip first st; 1 sc in each bobble and each 
ch 1, ending with 1 sc in top of turning ch; ch 2. 
Turn. 
4th row: Skip first st; bobble in next st; *ch 1, skip 1 
st; bobble in next st; rep from * to last st; 1 dc in last 
st; ch 1. Turn. 
Rep 3rd and 4th rows. 
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Many of us are familiar with Daina Taimina and 

her hyperbolic planes through our participa-

tion in the Chicago Coral Reef Project 

(www.crochetinsider.com, Nov. 2007). Re-

cently her book that charts the frontier be-

tween handcrafts and geometry, Crocheting 

Adventures with Hyperbolic Planes, won Brit-

ainõs quirkiest literary award, The Diagram 

Prize, for the yearõs òoddestó book title! An 

adjunct associate professor at Cornell Univer-

sity, Daina said, òIõve never won any prizes 

before. This is my first and itõs wonderful.ó 

Founded in 1978, the Diagram Prize is run by 

the trade magazine, The Bookseller. Decided 

by popular vote, Daina was competing with 

other finalists like, Afterthoughts of a Worm 
Hunter and The Changing World of Inflamma-
tory Bowel Disease! 
 

Did you know that NIC has hosted 
the Chain Link National Crochet 
Conference three times? When 
CGOA was a volunteer-only organi-
zation, chapters  bid to host the 
events. Conferences had a theme and  
were held in such far-reaching loca-
tions as Irvine, CA; Seattle, WA; W. 
Palm Beach, FL; Atlanta, GA; and 
Portland, OR.  
1994: óAncient Roots, New Begin-
nings,ó the inaugural conference was 
held at DePaul University, Chicago. 
1997: òChicago: City of Ethnic Cele-
bration,ó Schaumburg, IL. 
1997: òSweet Home Chicago,ó the 

tenth anniversary conference was in 
Rosemont, IL 
 
Our Mission is the same as the na-
tional organization: 
-Set an acceptable standard of work 
& encourage excellence in all facets 
of crochet. 
 
-Ensure the preservation of historical 
crochet projects & promote future 
design ideas. 
 
-Promote the art & skill of crochet 
through exhibitions, continuing edu-
cation and seminars.                                                                

 A Moment in NIC History 

 

CROCHET SIGHTINGS  

     òCrochet Miss Helenó 
       Dolce & Gabanna 

Shoulder Bag: $1,525.00. Crochet front and 

back panels; leather sides and base with 

crochet pom pom edging Detachable strap. 

Crochet Notoriety 


